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Presentations
A Primer



Everything you know about 
PowerPoint is probably wrong. 



How to learn to trust your gut 
and stop trusting the idiots at 
Microsoft who designed 
PowerPoint.
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design



principles

design

tech + tips







no note-taking



tasks



concepts
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sue me.



principles



use the right tools









Your teaching skills 
trump Microsoft’s 
stupid templates. 



(And Apple’s, too.)







the
enemy





the enemy









design matters.



It’s not the thing.



It’s not the thing.

It’s the experience 
of the thing.



umpire



design



Only one space
after a period.



monospaced font



proportional fonts



proportional fonts



Miniwidget
Miniwidget



Miniwidget
Miniwidget

[They’re both 144pt, with standard kerning.]

Garamond (proportional)

Courier (monospaced)





Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis 
nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum 
zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla 
facilisi. Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend 
option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod 
mazim placerat facer possim assum. Typi non 
habent claritatem insitam; est usus legentis in iis qui 
facit eorum claritatem. Investigationes 
demonstraverunt lectores legere me lius quod ii 
legunt saepius. Claritas est etiam processus 
dynamicus, qui sequitur mutationem consuetudium 
lectorum. Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 
quam nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 
litterarum formas humanitatis per seacula quarta 
decima et quinta decima. Eodem modo typi, qui 
nunc nobis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes in 
futurum.

Garamond (proportional)



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum 
iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit 
esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit 
praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis 
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Nam liber 
tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim 
placerat facer possim assum. Typi non habent 
claritatem insitam; est usus legentis in iis 
qui facit eorum claritatem. Investigationes 
demonstraverunt lectores legere me lius quod 
ii legunt saepius. Claritas est etiam 
processus dynamicus, qui sequitur mutationem 
consuetudium lectorum. Mirum est notare quam 
littera gothica, quam nunc putamus parum 
claram, anteposuerit litterarum formas 
humanitatis per seacula quarta decima et 
quinta decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc 
nobis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 
in futurum.

Courier (monospaced)



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat.  Ut wisi enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat.  Duis autem vel eum 
iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit 
esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit 
praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis 
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.  Nam liber 
tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim 
placerat facer possim assum. Typi non habent 
claritatem insitam; est usus legentis in iis 
qui facit eorum claritatem. Investigationes 
demonstraverunt lectores legere me lius quod 
ii legunt saepius. Claritas est etiam 
processus dynamicus, qui sequitur mutationem 
consuetudium lectorum. Mirum est notare quam 
littera gothica, quam nunc putamus parum 
claram, anteposuerit litterarum formas 
humanitatis per seacula quarta decima et 
quinta decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc 
nobis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 
in futurum.

Courier (monospaced)



“Leading and spacing — 
2.49. A single justi!ed 
word space will be used 
between sentences. is 
applies to all types of 
composition.”



“In text, use only a single 
word space after all 
sentence punctuation.”



“Like most publishers, 
Chicago advises leaving a 
single character space, 
not two spaces, between 
sentences ... and this 
recommendation applies 
to both the manuscript 
and the published work.”



“Because it is increasingly 
common for manuscripts 
to be prepared with a 
single space after all 
concluding punctuation 
marks, this spacing is 
recommended and shown 
in the examples in this 
manual.”



Keep your
fonts simple.



two big fonts



two big fonts

Myriad Pro Semibold



two big fonts

Garamond



Caslon
Garamond
Baskerville
Helvetica
Futura

Gill Sans



Caslon
Garamond
Baskerville

Helvetica
Futura

Gill Sans



Caslon
Garamond
Baskerville

Helvetica
Futura

Gill Sans
san serif

serif {
}



Caslon
Garamond
Baskerville

Helvetica
Futura

Gill Sans



Caslon
Garamond
Baskerville

Helvetica
Futura

Gill Sans



Caslon
Garamond
Baskerville
Bodoni
Rockwell

Helvetica
Futura

Gill Sans
Myriad
Frutiger
Univers

Optima



Comic Sans

Under no circumstances Never
Ever
Ever

(unless your life was at 
stake, in which case I guess 

pikuach nefesh applies)



Comic Sans

Never Never
Ever
Ever

(unless your life was at 
stake, in which case I guess 

pikuach nefesh applies)



Comic Sans

Ever Never
Ever
Ever

(unless your life was at 
stake, in which case I guess 

pikuach nefesh applies)



Comic Sans

(Seriously. Never.) Never
Ever
Ever

(unless your life was at 
stake, in which case I guess 

pikuach nefesh applies)



Comic Sans

(Ever.) Never
Ever
Ever

(unless your life was at 
stake, in which case I guess 

pikuach nefesh applies)



Comic Sans
(unless your life is at 
stake, in which case I 
suppose it’s a case of 

pikuach nefesh)

Never
Ever
Ever



Comic Sans
Use



Comic Sans
= failure



Comic Sans
= failure



Engaging.



Engaging.
Not cute.



• No bullet points.
• They don’t work.
• They ruin 

everything.



Lots of Colors



Lots of Colors

two clean colors



two clean colors



two clean colors



graphics.



ornaments



ornaments



ornaments
trees?



ornaments



hungry?



hungry?



hungry?

impact



impact



demo.



a question







114

Pardon me, but is there 
some reason why Temple 
Isaiah celebrates Simchat 
Torah a day earlier than the 
rest of the world? 
anks,
Tamar Asken



115



116



117







Dear Tamar,
Good question.
- Josh



other design notes



transitions





מֵאֵימָתַי קוֹרִין אֶת 
שְׁמַע בְּעַרְבִית?



מֵאֵימָתַי קוֹרִין אֶת 
שְׁמַע בְּעַרְבִית?



מֵאֵימָתַי קוֹרִין אֶת שְׁמַע בְּעַרְבִית?



size
matters.



750 x 750 px
(original size)



450 x 450 px
(shrunk from

 750 x 750)



200 x 200 px
(shrunk from

 750 x 750)



200 x 200 px
(original size)



400 x 400 px
(enlarged from 

200 x 200)



750 x 750 px
(enlarged from 

200 x 200)



100 x 100 px
(original size)



400 x 400 px
(enlarged from 

100 x 100)



750 x 750 px
(enlarged from 

100 x 100)



size
matters.



size matters.



size
matters.



tech + tricks





• adjust paragraph spacing
• create, modify, apply styles
• set tabs
• use tables for alignment
• format pictures
• set section breaks



1024x768
(4x3)



1600x900
(16x9)



simple
remote



presenter display



147


